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in Ireland Asquith continued to vacillate and play for time. On
26 May the Home Rule Bill completed its third passage through
the commons, but it was not till 23 June that the government
introduced in the house of lords their Amending Bill—still on
the lines announced in March. A week later the most deter-
mined effort at settlement, which had yet been attempted, was
made by Lord Murray of Elibank. Going to and fro between
the parties with the concurrence of the king and the help of
Lord Rothermere,1 he brought to Redmond two days later the
most practical terms to which the unionist leaders had yet con-
sented. They were to exclude by plebiscite, not individual
counties, but a selected area, which was that of to-day3 s Northern
Ireland minus South Armagh, South Fermanagh, and possibly
South Down. There was to be no time-limit, but an option to
the area to rejoin the rest of Ireland by plebiscite at any time.
Were this offer accepted, Bonar Law and Carson undertook to
cease all opposition to home rule, to abandon all intention of
repealing it if their party came into power, and to 'support and
encourage the Irish Parliament in every way possible'. Here
was perhaps the fairest chance ever offered to Ireland of recon-
ciliation on a basis of freedom for both factions and coercion of
neither; and had it been accepted it is difficult to think that in
the event the partition would have survived the European war.
But Redmond could not accept; Asquith* s policy, or lack of
policy, had too much weakened his authority. Besides, one of
his strongest personal convictions was the unity of Ireland. He
would sacrifice almost anything to avoid partition. Perhaps he
sacrificed too much to that object.2
The chance passed and never really recurred. On 18 July
King George (acting, as he was careful to state, on the prime
minister's advice) summoned a conference of party leaders to
attempt settlement. Eight attended (21 July)—Asquith and
Lloyd George for the liberals, Bonar Law and Lansdowne for
the conservatives, Redmond and Dillon for the nationalists, and
Carson and Craig for the Ulster unionists. The king opened
with a speech, and then asked the speaker (J. W. Lowther, after-
wards the first Lord Ullswater) to take the chair. A better
chairman could not have been wished, but there was small
chance of succeeding in the clash of parties across a table where
1 Whose brother, Lord NorthclifFe, was not consulted in this matter.
a In 1918 it may be fairly said that he gave his own life for it—in vain.

